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UNITED  EMPIRE  LEAGUE. 


FOUNDED  1874. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  BASIS. 


» ♦ « 


1. — Loyal  adherence  to  the  crown. 

2. — Moderate  aid  and  protection  to  Agriculture  and 
Manufactures,  and  increase  of  the  free  list  of  Raw  material. 

:l— Encouragement  of  Emigration  from  Great  Britain  and 
Contmental  Europe,  and  a  welcome  to  law-abiding  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  ^ 

4.— Real  Reform  in  the  Public  Expenditure:  no  squander- 
ing of  its  Revenues  or  Domains;  no  multiplication  of  offices 
for  Party  purposes. 

o.— No  Mortgaging  of  our  property'  witliout  our  individual 
consent,  by  creating  Municipal  Debts  or  Bonding  Municipalities. 

0.-  Consolidation  of  the  Dominion  by  keeping  faith  with 
every  Province;  by  needful  concessions  of  the  stronger  to  the 
weaker,  and  by  thorough  toleration  of  Religious  differences. 

7.— Improvement  of  Navigation,— natural  and  artificial 
inland  and  ocean,— by  deepening  Channels,  enlarging  Canals' 
securing  Harbors,  and  establishing  Light-houses  and  Beacons' 
and  by  Coast  Surveys. 


(S*. — An  efficient  Militia  system;  jn'oper  means  for  educa- 
tion in  Naval  and  Military  affairs;  encouragement  of  Conk- 
]»otitive  IliHe  Associations;  and  of  a  ju-oper  s])irit  of  ennilatiou 
in  regard  to  such  matters  among  the  young  men  of  our  country. 

!). — Liberal  expenditure  for  worthy  objects;  for  ])ay  and 
jiension  of  Judicial  officers  andpulJic  servants,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  as  far  as  possible  beyond  reach  of  temptation, 
and  holding  tliem  to  the  most  rigid  accountability. 

10. — No  proscription  or  removal  of  faithful  Subordinates 
for  opinion's  sake. 

11. — A  sound  system  of  Finance  and  Banking;  Mainten- 
ance of  Public  Credit;  and  the  use  of  honorable  means  to  at- 
tract British  Capital  to  Canada. 

12. — Promotion  of.  General  Education,  and  aid  to  Chari- 
table Institutions. 

13. — A  Board  of  Conmiis.sioners  in  London  to  look  after 
Canadian  interests,  having  an  Emigration  Department  con- 
nected therewith. 

li. — Pure  Elections;  searching  Election  Laws;  Punish- 
ment of  Illegal  Voting  by  Disfranchisement,  and  of  Frauds  in 
the  Assessment  Rolls  orVoters's  Lists  as  Felony;  prohibiting 
the  calling  of  General  Elections  v/ithout  due  notice;  permit- 
ting non-resident  and  duplicate  voters  to  vote  by  proxies 
duly  authenticated. 


15. — Measures  for  the  good  of  the  country- 
the  go:>d  of  themselves. 


-not  Men  for 


IG. — Open  and  manly  political  warfare;  no  striking  below 
the  belt;  and  a  wide  l>erth  to  men  who  tight  for  pay. 

17. — Votes  and  supp  )rt  for  men  only  who  belong  to  this 
League,  and  who  are  entitled  to  our  suffrages  by  nomin- 
ation, according  to  our  rules  and  regulations. 

1  8. — No  man  forced  to  remain  with  us,  but  free  to  with- 
draw on  giving  written  notice  to  Secretaries  of  his  branch  of 
League.  Open  to  every  voter  in  the  Riding;  non-voters  and 
others  maybe  made  Honorary  Members  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, under  proper  regulations.  No  charge;  voluntary  contri- 


l)uti<)ns  roffivcil,  wliicli  may  1h'  !i«<0(1  for  {liaiituli'ic  |»nr]>f»Ho,H 
l»y  a  Special  C'tniiinittoe,  or  tor  any  sjn'citic  }»ur})o,s(.'  liidicutt'tl 
l)y  donor. 

1!). — OtricerH  of  Lil)oral( 'onservatlve  Associations,  in  i^ootl 
siandin;^^  sliall  lie(»rticers  of*  tlic  Lea;^'Uo  nntil  oUhts  are  olrct- 
ed,  it  l\pini,'tlio  intontiuTi  to  niori,'^  snch  Associations  into  tlie 
FA'aguo,  and  substitute  the  Lea<j;ue  tliorefor,  carryinj.;-  over  tli(3 
origan ization,  andaddinjj^  General  Secretaries,  it"  necessary. 

'20. — A  C'ode  of  By-Laws  for  the  rejjjulation  of  this  League 
not  inconsistent  with  its  Constitutional  l)asiH  shall  be  forth - 
with  i)r(.'])ared,  and  any  C'onnnittees  a|)])()inted  for  that  ]>ur- 
)t(»so  by  iJheral  Conservative  Associations,  under  whatever 
name,  shall  bo  e;n})owere(l  to  adopt  the  same. 


Pledge,  to  he  Signed  by  },Iem«ers. 

We,  the  undersigned,  agree  to  become  members  of  the 
"UNITED  EMPIRE  LEAGUE,"  u])on  the  foregoing  Con- 
stitutional basis,  which  is  our  general  declaration  of  political 
princi))les;  to  faithfully  discharge  any  legal  trust  committed  to 
us  jointly  or  severally  in  connection  therewith;  to  promote 
the  olyects  and  obey  the  rules  of  the  same  so  long  as  we  are 
members  thereof,  and  always  to  preserve  and  keep  inviol.'ite 
any  and  all  confidential  matters  of  the  League  of  which  w«i 
})ecome  cognizant.  Heretf>  we  and  each  of  us  pledge  our 
-sacred  honor. 


)f 
Id 


BY  L,A\^8 


OF 


UNITED  EMPIRE  LEAGUE, 


Le»tu«  •  contiB-       I- — This  Loague  having  been  founded  upon  the  Liberal- 
■"••"'jgl^  Conservative  Association  organised  in  this  Riding  in 
tioii.  shall  be  a  continuance  of  the  same  in  respect  to  all   matters 

connected  with  this  organization  not  inconsistent  with  its  con- 
stitutional basis;  and  the  officers  of  this  League  shall  consist 
ofic«ra  tiitreof.  of  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and  Secretary,  appointed  by 
the  same  in  each  Electoral  Division  of  the  Township  and 
Town,  and  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  the  present  Se- 
cretary, two  Associate  Secretaries,  and  a  Treasurer  of  the 
General  Committee,  who  shall  be  chosen  on  adoption  of  these 
By-Laws,  which  General  Committee  shall  be  formed  by  the 
Chairmen,  Vice-Chairmen,  and  Secretaries  of  the  local  Com- 
mittees, except  that  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-Presidents 
and  Secretaries  of  the  General  Committee,  shall  not  be  officers 
also  of  the  Local  Committees.  The  Present  Secretary  shall 
be  Corresponding  Secretary,  the  two  Associate  .Secretaries^ 
Recording. 

II. — The  officers  of  the  Local  Committees  shall  be  appoint- 

AraoiatuieDt  ofcd  at  a  Regular  General  Meeting  of  the  members  of  the 

SruMi  <Sm!*"'L®*&"®>  residents  of  their  respective  divisions,  to  be  holden  on 

the  first  Monday  of  December  in  each  year,  at  such  place  as 

may  be  agreed  upon,  and  due  notice  of  such  Meeting  shall  be^ 

given  by  the  Secretary  of  such  Division. 

III. — ^The  officers  of  the  Local  Committees  shall  meet  at 
some  convenient  place  in  the  on  the  second 

Monday  of  December  in  each  year,  and  elect  a  President,  two 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer  and  three  Secretaries  of  the 
General  Committee,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  ensuing 
year,  or  until  others  are  elected  in  their  places.  Such  elections 
A£iK>iatm«Dt  of  shall  in  all  cases  be  by  nomination  duly  seconded,  and  if  more 
o^m  tf  een.  f}igu^  Q^e  persou  is  nominated  for  each  office,  the  election  shall 
be  decided  by  ballot,  and  the  rules  of  this  section,  so  far  as 
regards  tenure  of  office,  nomination,  and  ballot  shall  apply  to 
the  election  of  officers  of  the  Local  Committees. 


IV. — ^At  the  election  of  offieers  of  Local  Committees,  every  .  ^ 
member  of  the  League  in  (^X)d8tandinff,  reudent  in  the  divi- 
sion in  which  audi  election  is  held,  shafi  be  entitled  to  a  vote. 

v.— Meetings  of  the  Local  Committees  or  of  the  members  p^^,,,,.,  ^„ 
of  the  Iieague  in  each  division  may  be  called  by  any  two  or  cautng  iiMtin«i 
more  officers  thereof,  and  shall  be  cfuled  on  the  written  request  *'  "'**'*'  *^*""' 
of  any  five  resident  members  of  the  League,  addressed  and  de- 
livered to  the  Secretary  of  such  Local  Committee. 

VI. — In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman 
at  any  meeting  of  the  Local  Committee,  or  in  the  absence  of 
the  President  or  Vice-Presidents  of  the  General  Committee  at 
any  meeting  thereof,  a  Chairman  jm'O  hoc  vice  shall  be  chosen, 
who  shall  preside,  and  in  case  of  vacancy  of  any  office  by  the 
death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  act  of  any  officer  of  this  League, 
the  officer  next  in  order  will  be  empowered  to  discharge  his 
duties  until  the  next  ensuing  election,  and  in  default  of  such 
officer,  an  appointment  shall  be  made  by  the  Committee  in 
which  such  vacancy  occui-s. 

VII. — Meetings  of  the  General  Committee  shall  always  be 
held  in  the  Town  of  Niagara,  and  may  be  called  at  any  time 
upon  three  days  notice  thereof  being  given  to  the  members  in  com!'"'"'***' 
writing,  through  the  Post  Office.  Such  meetings  may  be  con- 
vened oy  order  of  the  President  or  the  two  Vice-Presidents, 
or  at  the  request  of  any  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  a 
Local  Committee. 

VIII. — Special  General  Meetings  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Lea^e  may  be  called  at  the  request  of  a  majority  of  the  Q,n,„,  n^^^^ 
Chairmen  and  Vice-Chairmen  of  the  Local  Committees,  or  by  of  mtmb«n  •? 
the  President  or  the  two  Vice-Presidents  of  the  General  Com-  ^^f*** 
mittee,  and  due  notice  of  such  meetings  shall  be  given  to  each 
member  of  the  League  in  »ach  Local  Division,  or  by  the 
Secretaries  thereof,  personfUly,  or  by  notice  in  writing  to  his 
Post  Office  addresSj  at  least  five  days  before  the  day  fixed  for 
such  meetings,  which  shall  always  be  held  in  the 


IX. — ^Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  League 
shall  sign  his  name  and  add  his  Post  Office  address  thereto^  nM«e«r. 
in  the  book:  prepared  for  that  purpose,  containing  the  Consti-  '*' 
tutional  basis  and  pledge  of  this  League;  and  s^dl  be  bound 
in  honor  to  remain  a  member  of  the  same  and  to  obey  its  rules, 
until  he  gives  notice  in  writing  of  jbis  withdrawal  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  his  Division. 


ijiiMllll('iilli>n 


Noiiiiiitiliiii 
CuIKliilntrs 


'  8 

X. — Duly  (jniililicd  vottis  <»t'  tlu'  Town  ami  Townsliip 
fsliall  l»f  nititlt'd  toiiitiulK'r.sliijt  nt't'iis  li('n;;n('.  and  lloiuduiy 

,,,  iiu'iiiiuMs  tlu'i't'of  may  '»»•  •nrull.d  Ity  the  Fn'.sidiiit  and  Vico- 
I'lt'siilents,  l»ut  sticli  Ik  in»rary  in  'nilM-is  sliall  nnt  liavc  power 
t<)  votcat  tlu'('lt'cti(tn  ofoHit't'i-sortlic  lif  guec.v  the  .Htnii nation 
ul'  ('undidat<'s  hy  tlic  sanu'. 

XL — ( 'andidatos for  Municipal  oflicrs  of'tacli  l"cal  division 
sluiil  Itc  |»iit  in  nomination  W  r  hudi  olliccs  ))ri(»i'  to  cvrry  clrc- 
tion,  and  shall  In-  nicmltt'iN  or  )ion(»raiy  mcni'icrs  of  tnc 
Ijcamu*.  Siicli  f-andidati'  slinll  he  selected  at  a  meeting''  of  the 
memliers  of  tlu;  Leaifue  itej(»nijin<:  to  spcli  |o^-;d  divisii  n,  duly 
called  foi'  that  purpose,  notice  of  which  shall  Ik;  ;^iven  to  each 

,i  niondiei'    l»y  the    local    Secritary,  personally,  or    in    writing' 

oiiirr.. '2  *'''■' '''^'''  ^^"'  ^'"'^^  ^^''"'^'•'  ^^  least  th've  days  prior  t(.  the  hohllni;- 
thereof.  It  shall  lie  the  duty  of  such  Local  Committee  to  see 
that  such  meetin;,rs  are  held,  and  that  such  ( 'andiilates  ai"(» 
nominated  and  supported  hy  the  memhers  of  the  {iea<fue,  and 
when  two  or  more  jtersons  aie  nominated  at  such  meetings 
for  the  same  (jfHce,  a  ballot  shall  decid-  . 

XII. — Candidate's  lor  (Jeneral   Municipal  OtHces  an<l  for 
the  (Jeneral  and  Local  Parliaments  shall  he  ]»utin  nomination 
at  a  (Jeneral  Meeting  of   tlie  mend)ers   of  the  League,  to    he 
N.iiiwiiitiou    ;'fconvened  in  the  ior   tliat  )>urpose,  at  least 

(ieHfiurorti.i'i.  twenty  days  prior  to  the  <lay  fixed  for  the  election  )f  such 
ofHcers;  and  the  rules  as  to  nomination  and  ballot  and  (jualiti- 
cation  in  Sectiim  10  shall  a]»ply  to  such  nominations,  and 
persons  so  duly  nominated  and  no  others  shall  he  supported 
and  voted  for  by  this  League. 

XIIL — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this  League 
to  extend  the  same,  and  promote  its  objects  as  far  as  lies  in 
as  to  exteii.iiii-,' his  powcr,  by  persuading  persons  to  jv)in  it,  ana  by  giving 
j.en{,'ui',  &f .  ^  hearty  and  active  support  to  its  nominees,  and  by  using 
every  fair  and  honorable  endeavour  to  have  all  offices — Local 
and  General — in  the  Riding,  filled'  only  by  the  membeiN 
thereof. 

XIV. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  member  of  thi.s 
League  to  report  any  case  that  may  come  under  his  knowledge 
Dut  ofmenibeis  ^^^  obscrvatiou,  of  Unfair  assessment,  disfranchisement  or  illegal 
as  to  Ait.se.ssmeiit  vofiug,  to  aid  ill  placing  our  friends  who  are  legally  qualified 
to  vote,  on  the  Roll;  and  every  member  hereof  shall  consider 
himself  solemnly  pledged  to  discountenance  and  endeavour  to 
prevent  bribery  and  fraud. 

XV. — On  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December  in  eacli 
year,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Secretaries  to  prepai'e 
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a  ( 'iiculiir,  to  ln'  x-iit  t«»  nun-roKliiit  Milfis,  ftditii'mln  ;  a  i'tirm 

to  Ik'  si<,'tH'(l  liy  NiiL'li  voters  ninl  rctuninl  to  the  said  !*^»'t'»''-(  ;p„!.ir  ton.t.- 

tarics,  according  to  scIkmIuIc  A  reft -in  >«  I  to  in  Section  (!  of  tlu'"*':^'""''''    *'''' 

AsMi'SHUK'nt  Act  ot  iH(iU;  and  it  Hliidl  lie  the  <lutv  <>i  the  saidf-.iui.. 

Secixitaries  to  Hoe  tliat  snch  noti'^es  iin\  duly  fili'd  in  the  oHice 

of  the  ( 'leiks  of  tile  Townsliip  and  Town,  on  or  l)efon»  tlic  '.M)i\\ 

(hiy  of  .lanuiiry  ensuing',  acc<»rdiii^'  to  law. 

XVI. — It  Hhall  l»e  tlie  iiM|»erative  duty  of  tlic  otKceis  of 
facli  L(»cal  Conmiittee  to  kee|»  stiict  watcli  of  tlie  Assessment 
Koll,  as  reL'ards  tlieir  several  divisions,  and  t(»  report  every '>"'y  "'^""'•'•'.■' 
case  need  1111.,' attention  m  connection  tlu-rew  itli,  in  writing'  to 
the  Secivtari«'S  of  the  (leneral  ( 'oiiiniittee  in  time  to  lie  hroii;;ht 
Itcforo  the  Council  of  Revision. 

XV'II.  Tlu!  President  and  Vice-Presi<lents  of  tlieCiineral 
Committee  shall  i;ive  strict  attention  to  all  such  rejx.rts;  slialP^,'^;',',';;''  "'  "•*• 
attend  the  Council  (»f  ll(>vision  and  us<'  ail  diliij;ence  to  have 
any  wrongful  omission  from,  or  addition  to  the  Roll,  corrected, 
and  shall  he  authorised  to  em))loy  Counsel  to  take  appeal,  and  A|.|.(iii. 
shall  ^0  recjuired  to  prosecute  any  Municipal  officer  or  otlier  j)or- 
son  who  shall  on  sufficient  grounds  l»e  deemed  amena})le  to 
such  prosecution  for  violation  ^A'  any  ]>rovision  of  the  Assess- 
ment or  Election  Acts. 

XVIII. — Printed    Circulars    and    instructions    in   aid    (»f  Piinting  if  cip- 
carrying  out  the  foregoing  By-Laws  shall  be  ]ire])ared  by  the!,|n'Jrti..n5" 
Societaries  from  time  to  time,  and  the  ex]iense  thereof  shall 
be  defrayed  out  of  ihe  funds  of  this  League. 

XIX. — With  a  view  of  extending  this  League  to  other 
Ridings,  the  President  is  authorised  to  enter  into  correspond- 
ence with  such  persons  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  and  to  le- 
coinmend  that  Leagues  of  character  similar  to  this  formed  an«l 
to  be  formed  throughout  the  Provinces,  be  affiliated  together,  Kxtfngini.  ,.f 
and  form  a  Grand  Union,  to  be  presided  over  by  a  Central  {j^tf,;';,!"  "**•'' 
Committee,  and  to  make  such  arrangements  for  union  and 
affiliation  with  such  Leagues,  or  any  organizations  or  associa- 
tions of  our  Party  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  designated, 
and  connection  with  such  Central  Committee,  not  inconsistent 
\7ith  our  Constitutional  basis,  Pledge  and  By-Laws,  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  this  League, 
and  of  the  party  now  in  Opposition. 

XX. — The  principle  of  voluntary  contributions  which  has  sy.sten  or  voiun- 
been  adopted  by  this  League  shall  be  reeonnnended  and  urged  !"„.,'''"  "*"" 
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upon  others,  as  it  is  believed  that  it  will  insure  success.  Mem- 
bers who  feel  able  and  willing  to  promote  its  objects  may 
make  such  contributions  as  they  may  see  fit;  in  all  cases  to 
be  sent  or  handed  to  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  keep  a  record 
of  the  same. 

XXI. — Subscriptions  may  be  made  for  special  purposes  not 
inconsistent  with  tne  objects  of  this  League,  and  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  such  purposes  only.  Among  these  purposes  may  be 
Bu^wted  the  keeping  up  of  suitable  Committee  Room,  fur- 
nii^ing  newspapers  and  other  reading  therefor,  distributing 
.  sound  political  information  through  newspapers,  &;c.,  paying 
general  expenses  and  forming  a  charity  fund.  All  disburse- 
ments shall  be  made  by  the  Treasurer,  and  the  officers  of  the 
League  at  the  regular  yearly  meeting  shall  appoint  Auditors  to 
examine  his  accounts,  and  report  upon  the  same  to  the  Gen- 
eral Committee. 

XXIL — It  is  expressly  declared  that  no  member  of  the 
Committees  appointed  or  constituted  by  this  League,  and  no 
person  belonging  thereto  shall  in  any  way  be  deemed  or  con- 
No  member  to  he  sidered  within  the  meaning  of  the  Controverted  Election  Act, 
^f*  «idi<ut^*°*  or  any  Act  having  reference  thereto,  or  any  Act  in  regard  to 
Elections,  passed  or  to  be  passed  by  the  Local  Legislature,  an 
agent  directly  or  indirectly  of  any  Candidate,  within  the 
meaning  of  Sec.  18,  of  Chap.  27,  P.  78  of  the  Election  Act  of 
1873 — without  special  appointment  in  writing.    - 

Power  to  amend       XXIII. — A  majority  of  the  General  Committee  shall  have 
tt«BeproTiBion«.  power  to  add  to  or  amend  these  Provisions  in  any  manner  that 
they  may  deem  necessary,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tional Basis  and  Pledge  upon  which  they  are  framed. 


